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PARISH DIRECTORY 
For times of services see pages  22 & 23 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES… 

MON-FRI 10.00am to 3.00pm SAT 10.00am to 1.00pm 

VERGER’S & PARISH OFFICE: Tel 427745 (Answer phone outside office hours) 
 

E-mail address - stjstayeovil@btinternet.com Website - www.sjayeovil.co.uk 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR available in the Church office: 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings  9.30am-1.30pm 

 

Church activities... 

Junior Church 

Crèche (0 to 2yrs)  Second, third and fourth Sundays in the  St John’s  

Scramblers (3yrs to 5yrs)  Schoolrooms. We leave partway through the morning  

Explorers (6yrs to 10yrs)  service 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs)     — Simon Corner 411614 

CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs)  - CYFA meets on Sunday evenings 
 

Kids & Co    Mondays 1.30pm St Andrew’s Hall  

(For babies and toddlers) 

          

Bell Ringing Practice  Monday Evenings 7.30pm — Roger Fox Tel: 862041 
 

St John’s Music Group Practice Mondays by arrangement — Keith Ovenden Tel: 424780 

 

St Andrew’s Friendship Circle 1st Tuesday 2.30pm — Ruth Preston Tel: 422507 
 

SALT     2nd & 4th Tuesdays 12.30pm — Beth Farrington 

(St Andrew’s at Lunch Time)  
 

Together on Tuesday  1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2.30pm — Shirley Lee Tel: 427070 

 

Genesis     Fortnightly on Wednesdays — Becky Dudley-Smith 475352 

(For Mums with young children)         or Jo-Anne Smith 

 

First Wednesday   Usually, the first Wednesday of each month 7.30pm at  

(Parish Prayer and Praise)                St Andrew’s Hall 
 

Foam & Fellowship  1st Friday 9.00pm — Ian Croxford Tel: 415340 

 

Friday Night Youth Groups Friday evenings 7.30pm — Simon Corner 411614 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs) 

CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs) 
 

Fellowship Groups  These usually take place on the second and fourth  

                                                          weeks of each month — Contact James D-S Tel: 475352  
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 A Letter from 

James Dudley-Smith (Rector) 

Dear friends 
 

We like to put up barriers, but Jesus came to break them down. Supremely of 

course, we put up sin as a barrier between us and God; Jesus through his 

death tears that barrier down, like the curtain in the Temple, so that we may 

have access to the Father (Romans 5:1-2). For the Christian believer, this 

does not mean that we may sometimes come into God’s presence when we 

so choose (e.g. when we pray or when we come to church); it means that we 

live in God’s presence all the time – when we are shopping, working,       

witnessing, filling in our tax return, or clearing the drains. 

 

It means that for Christian believers there is no barrier up to separate a holy 

place from a non-holy place (your prayers are not more effective in a church 

building). There is no barrier up between holy activities and non-holy       

activities (God is not closer to you when you are singing hymns than when 

you are cooking the tea). And there is no barrier up between the ‘ordinary 

Christian’ and the ‘super-Christian’ – such a distinction just cannot exist,  

because we all stand on the level ground at the foot of the cross. 

 

I remind myself of this when I put on a clerical collar, or when I put on robes 

in church. I am certainly no kind of special ‘holy man’. I am not a priest in 

the Old Testament sense of somebody whose prayers and sacrifices are    

specially acceptable to God. That distinction between priest and people is 

done away with in the New Testament. Now we have Jesus as our High 

Priest; and together all believers share in the royal priesthood of which Peter 

writes (1 Peter 2:5,9). When Tim Lewis gets up on July 3rd he will wear a 

clerical shirt and collar for the first time; but his ordination does not set him 

apart from any other believer, except in one sense: that we believe him to be 

called to a particular role in God’s church (as a full-time paid pastoral 

teacher and leader). But that doesn’t make him, or me, any more important to 

God or closer to God than anyone else. 

 

As Pentecost fast approaches, we are reminded that we all have different 

roles in God’s church, according to the gifts given to us by the ministry of 
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the Holy Spirit, each of them useful and important. And we all belong       

together in equal fellowship by the power of that same Spirit. Those of us 

who believe in the Holy Spirit must seek to belong truly to God’s people, and 

to serve faithfully with the gifts he gives. 

 

With all best wishes - James 

Quote of the month 
 

 

“I choose gentleness… Nothing is won by force.  

I choose to be gentle.  
If I raise my voice may it be only in praise.  
If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer.  

If I make a demand, may it be only of myself.” 
 

— Max Lucado 

The Children's Society 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who holds a Children's Society box or 
who gave a donation to the Children's Society at our recent 

box opening.  We have been able to send just over £1,000 
this year to the Society for its important work.   

The Society works with families, sets up projects for young 

people, run children's centres, help youngsters who have run 
away offering them safe places to stay, and young refugees 

and asylum seekers as well as lobbying the Government on   
children's issues.   

If you would like to help support this work and would like to 
become one of the 162,000 households who have a box, 

then please contact Jenny or Robin Jones,  boxes are quite 
small and will happily sit on a window ledge or by the side of 

the phone!! 
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Family Announcements 
Weddings: 
We pray for Kelly Davies and Lee Bennett who get married 
at St. Johnôs on June 18th. 
 

And for Jemma Haskell and Craig Blake who get married 
at St. Johnôs on July 2nd. 
 
 

Baptism: 
We pray for Luke Hein will be baptised in St. Johnôs on 
June 19th. 
 
 

In Memoriam: 
We remember Sheila Berryman with gratitude to God    
following her funeral in St. Johnôs on May 17th, and       
extend our sympathy to her husband Dennis, to Pam 
Brown her sister, and to all the family. 

Menõs Prayer Breakfast at St Johnõs 
 

  Men's prayer breakfasts are on the second  
Saturday in the month from 7:45am until 9:00 am  
 

  11th June - in the church 
 9th July - in the church 
 13th August - in the church 

 

For more information please see Keith Stevens  

Please pray for and welcome our new curate, Tim 
Lewis, and his wife Beth, with their daughters 
Amelie, Hettie and Olivia, as they move to Yeovil 
in June and as Tim is ordained in Wells Cathedral 
on July 3rd. 
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St Andrewôs ChitïChat 
 
There have been some important events at St. Andrewôs during May.  
On Monday 9

th
, St, Andrewôs hosted the Archdeaconôs visitation ï the 

occasion on which the churchwardens from around the Deanery come 
to meet the Archdeacon and to be licensed for their work.  Our task 
was to provide refreshments for the occasion and Jean Detrey took 
on the task of organising us all to do this.  Having experienced our 
shared teas, you will not be surprised to know that the results were 
amazing ï both in quantity and quality!  It was almost enough to make 
one consider becoming a Warden!  There were about 70 people     
expected and I gather that everyone was very appreciative, not just of 
the food but also of the welcoming atmosphere.  Jean would like to 
thank all those who supported her and provided such lovely food ï 
and we would certainly like to thank Jean for taking on this important 
task! 
 
The next event was the visit of Hilary and Marc Deneufchatel on    
Saturday 14

th
 May.  Again, St. Andrewôs Hall was crowded as people 

from St. Johnôs and St. Andrewôs Churches came together to hear 
about their work in Benin.  We hear news of them through the Focus 
Magazine and we pray for them week by week in our Churches, so it 
is good to have the opportunity to meet them and to hear them speak 
about their work in Benin.  Many of you will remember Hilary as one of 
Richard Inwoodôs daughters growing up in our Parish. On the        
Saturday evening their sons Simon and Benjy were tucked up in bed 
at the Rectory, but we were able to meet the whole family on the  
Sunday as they visited both Churches.  Marc and Hilary spoke about 
their life in Benin and the problems of learning a new language.  They 
feel that after this first year, Hilary is now ready to start on the main 
purpose she has in Benin, which is to work on the translation of the 
Bible into the Monkolé language.  I am sure you will find more about 
their visit in another part of Focus.  St. Andrewôs (and St. Johnôs) kept 
up their reputation for hospitality by providing a wonderful variety of 
cakes to be eaten with the Coffee!  
 
Friendship Circle 
The May Meeting for the Friendship Circle was on the subject of 
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Memories.  Some Members took along objects that sparked particular 
memories and some just spoke about a special occasion.  Betty 
Sweet took along her Stamp Collection, which she started when she 
was a girl and has continued to add to over the years.  Bridget took 
along a jelly mould - which sparked memories of childrenôs parties 
and family occasions over the years.  Jo spoke about a very special 
day when her son passed out as an RAF Officer from Cranwell.    
Princess Diana was there, and after the ceremony, there was a  
splendid lunch, followed by a Service in the Chapel.  In the evening 
there was a Ball. Quite a day, and a memory to be treasured. 
 
The Friendship Circle Outing this month carries on the theme of 
Memories as they visit the Oakham Treasures near Bristol.   
 
And Finallyé.. 
This month is flying past so quickly ï with a multitude of Bank       
Holidays and special events!  One more Bank Holiday to go and then 
things should settle down until the Summer Holidays!   Beth and her 
team are planning 2 ñHoliday at Home ñdays during August, so watch 
out for more news about that.            - Margaret 

Free to a good home... 
If  you have need of  any of  the following items you are very  
welcome to have them:- 
- Large gas bottle (we think partially full) ideal for use with a 

BBQ 
- 2 white fabric shower curtains plus hooks and ôLõ shaped pole 
- a wooden, wall mounted IKEA newspaper/paper rack 
- an old metal fire grate 
If  interested please contact Jennifer or David Matthew 

 

Happiness is like a butterfly. The more you chase it, the more it eludes you. 
But if you turn your attention to other things,  

it comes and sits softly on your shoulder.  
- Anon 
CǊƻƳ Ψ!ƭƭ {ǘƛǘŎƘŜŘ ¦ǇΩ /ƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ !ƭƛŜ {ǘƛōōŜΣ aƻƴŀǊŎƘ .ƻƻƪǎ 
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June 2011 .... The BYG suggests for your prayers. 
  

 Please pray for our mission links abroad... 
 

Marc and Hilary Deneufchâtel in Benin  
- For the rest of  their time travelling around the United      
Kingdom. For safe travels, for times of  rest and relaxation and 
good times with family, friends and their other linked churches. 

 

Muyunda Simangolwa in Zambia 
- That all his financial needs are met, that God would keep     
Muyunda and his family safe and well. That they have enough 
money to live on and still be able to study. 

 

For the rest of  the world...  
 - That there will be peace in the Middle East following the death 

of  Osama Bin Laden. That plans for revenge attacks will be 
thwarted and that intelligence on these plans would come to 
light before they can take place.  

 - For the ongoing clean up operation in Japan and for those that 
are involved in it and also in making the Fukushima power 
plant safe. That they can get back to some kind of  normality 
and be able to rebuild the devastated areas. 

 - For the families of  the 365 soldiers who have died in             
operations in Afghanistan since 2001. Pray that God will   
comfort all who mourn their loss.  

 Also for the 3,408 troops who have been injured. That they 
would be able to recover from their injuries and be able to cope 
with any life changing physical disabilities and emotional 
trauma. 

BYG... Points for prayer 

 

Don't forget the Parish Prayer Diary is available each month. It gives 
suggestions for people, places and situations that you can pray for. 
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Together on Tuesday  
 

We continue to praise the Lord for all his goodness to us ï and give 
thanks that we are able to share our blessings with others in need.  
 

On May 3rd we were joined by a few ladies from the United Reformed 
Church ï so our numbers rose to 24. We welcomed Colin Martin and 
Denis Cannon as our speakers for the afternoon. They have worked 
with Bryan Cooper over many years, and are now continuing the work 
that he was doing in the Akamba region of Kenya.  
 

Bryan has suffered 2 strokes since the end of last year and although 
he is making a good recovery, he is unable to visit Kenya again He 
will always be remembered with gratitude for the óWishing for a Wellô 
charity. This charity worked to construct dams, the sinking of wells 
and to support the children in a slum school not far from Nairobi. 
These children are orphans and many suffer from AIDS or are HIV 
positive. 
 

Colin and Denis brought us up-to-date with all that is happening in 
the Akamba region. They visited Kenya early this year and will return 
with the rest of the team in September. They are preparing for a 
large project which they hope to commence in 2012. They will be 
concentrating in one area to improve health, education and the     
provision of clean water for these very poor families. All this        
wonderful work comes under the umbrella title óAkamba Aidô. 
 

All the team pay their own travel and other expenses incurred. Not a 
penny is taken from the Akamba Aid Fund. 
 

After enjoying a slide show and looking at some remarkable photos ï 
we had our usual collection for this wonderful work. Once again I was 
overwhelmed by the generosity and love shown by this small group of 
ladies and a few friends. We were able to give Colin and Denis a    
donation of £305.  My heartfelt thanks go to everyone who          
contributed to this gift ï and enabled us to help these very poor   
people.           - Shirley Lee 
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THE LEPROSY MISSION 
 The Leprosy Mission is an International Christian development   
organisation, transforming the lives of people affected by  leprosy. 
Our goal is to eradicate the causes and consequences of this      
disease. 
We work in around 28 countries providing; 
- leprosy treatment, general health care and health awareness 
- training for national health staff on diagnosing leprosy and preventing  
disability 

- surgery and physiotherapy 
- advocacy for equal rights for people affected by leprosy and other         
disabilities 

- sustainable community development 
- community-based rehabilitation ( e.g. education, vocational training, 
housing etc.) 

- small business loans to help people affected by leprosy gain independence 
and escape poverty. 

Leprosy.  Leprosy is caused by a myocobacterium which damages the nerves 
in the cooler parts of the body. Although there is no specific vaccine, leprosy 
is curable with multi-drug therapy. Within one day of starting MDT there is 
no risk of the disease spreading to anyone else. 
 If leprosy is not treated it will attack the larger nerves that supply feeling to 
the hands, feet, eyes and parts of the face. This means that when people 
affected by leprosy hurt themselves, for example through treading on 
something sharp or holding something hot, they do not feel pain and so it is 
easy for them to ignore their injuries. This can lead to serious ulcers and  
infection. Over time, repeated injury and infection cause the bones to 
shorten so the fingers, toes and feet may get smaller. 
Helping with stamps  We welcome all stamps, whether on or off paper,   
providing they are not damaged. If possible, stamps on paper should have 
no more than 5mm of single thickness border around them. Please do not 
trim them so close that the perforations are damaged as this makes them 
worthless. 
Helping with postcards  Please pack postcards carefully as the condition of 
the cards affects value. Avoid using elastic bands and paper clips. 
In the region of £750,000 has been raised by stamps and postcards and 
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St Margaret’s Hospice 
 

 

 

- Time of your Life 2011 - Grease is the Word! Saturday 4th June at 7.30pm at 

Westland Leisure Complex. The event will kick off by showing the film on the 

big screen, followed by a Grease themed party with live music, D.J's and dance 

performance. Ticket price £18 film and party, £13.50 party only. Available 

from: timeofyourlifeparty@yahoo.co.uk . 
 

- Look out for our volunteer collectors at Tesco's in Yeovil on 17th & 18th June 

from 10am to 4pm. 
 

- 'Paws in the Park' 2011 will take place at Yeovil Country Park on Sunday 19th 

June  between 10am and 4pm. This popular event consists of a sponsored dog 

walk around the park in support of St Margaret's Hospice and is part of South 

Somerset District Council's Fun Dog Show. 

Help raise funds for St Margaret's by taking part in this lovely walk around   

Yeovil Country Park. You can walk any distance up to 3.5 miles. A wheelchair/

pushchair friendly route is available. 

Registration includes a sponsorship pack and goodie bag. You can register by 

calling the fundraising office on 0845 345 9671. 
 

- Tapas and Sangria evening at Vintage Fair, Market Street, Yeovil BA20 1HX on   

Thursday June 30th from 7.30pm. Enjoy the Spanish cuisine while listening to 

live   acoustic music. Tickets £15 to include 2 glasses of sangria and a selection 

of tapas.    Tickets available from Vintage Fair 01935 434376 or St Margaret's 

Fundraising Office 0845 345 9671. 
 

- The Burnham and District Model Railway Club and Taunton Town Model   

Railway Club invite you to a Exhibition at North Petherton Rugby Club on   

Saturday 25th June 2011 10.30am to 5.00pm. 

Layouts in various gauges, trade support, loco surgery and DCC fitting. The 

clubs limited edition P.O.Wagons will be available. Train rides provided by 

West Huntspill M.E.S. 

Disabled friendly- free parking - raffle and light refreshments available.        

Admission adults £2.50, OAP's £2.,00, Children £1.50 Family 2x2 £6.00     

Contact for more details John 01823 270882 or Graham 01823 327 155. 
 

Many thanks for your support 

used to further the work of the Mission. 
Above the collecting box at the back of church you will find more               
information about the work of The Leprosy Mission. 
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Muyunda Update.  
Muyunda Simangolwa is undergoing training for the ministry in Zambia. He has a 

family to support and provide for with food, healthcare needs and has to pay for 

their education whilst trying to study himself. 

 

We are fine here. 

May I say thank you for the financial help recently from several members of 

the congregation. The help given to us see the replacement of new         

uniforms for three, a pair of shoes for Inonge and money to put towards 

my final years training when I will be unable to work full time. 

The schools now are closed. Cynthia has found a school nearby at Kawama 

Basic where she will do her practical's in the second term. 

We have started to harvest our maize. So far we have 5 bags of 50kg maize 

and we are going there on Saturday. We use a bicycle to get the maize and 

I push it back. 

We are in prayer with you all at St John's and St Andrewõs. 

May God Bless you all. 

Muyunda 

Introducing Ruth Hulser  
 

Those of you who were able to come along earlier in the year to St 
Andrew's when John and Amorel Salberg told us about their year in 
Tanzania may remember the name.....and indeed some who were 
members of one of St John's fellowship groups some years ago may 
be able to put a face to the name but at the beginning of this month 
we are all to have an opportunity of meeting Ruth Hulser herself and 
learning something about her as a person and the work that she is 
involved in in Tanzania. So this is by way of being a brief               
introduction......  
Ruth is German by birth but trained in the UK to become a doctor. For 
a period some of that  training took place at our own hospital here in 
Yeovil. It was at this time that she joined a fellowship group and    
became for a while part of St John's though working hours did not 
allow her to become very involved and so become known to many 
folk here. God's call on her life lead Ruth to work overseas with the 
Church Mission Society and she went to a clinic/medical centre in   
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Tabora in Tanzania. The centre to which Amorel Salberg went as a 
nurse and where John was involved in education work in the local 
schools as well as other things. I believe that Ruth has been         
concerned to extend the medical work into the surrounding rural    
areas and a picture in her November prayer letter showed her making 
bricks......obviously a woman of many skills. It will be really good to 
meet her over the weekend of June 4th -6th. Details will be on the     
Sunday leaflet......do look out for them and take the opportunity to 
hear about the Lord's work there in Tabora and district.  

Oaklands...... a school, a children's centre  

and now..... or very soon.... a coffee shop! 
 

The opening of Oaklands School and the Children's Centre attached to it 

was a very important event in Yeovil last year especially for families in the 

area around Westfield and Huish. On June 17th there is to be an official  

launch of the school and Centre to mark this. 

When the school was built provision was made for a community area with 

potential facilities for refreshment, computer access  and other activities. 

Then came the financial crisis and though the dedicated space with its 

equipment was there, no one was available to take it on. BUT such an 

opportunity for community life could not be missed and with the        

headmaster's agreement YCC and the Yeovil Family Church have          

undertaken to get things going. As the school is in our parish and         

particularly close to St Andrew's church representatives from our parish 

have been at recent  planning meetings too. 

What is envisaged to begin with is to open a coffee shop. Situated as it is 

next to the Preston Grove Surgery not only will it be a good place for    

parents to go from school but also it will be a place for those visiting the 

doctors or the pharmacy.....and any others who would like to perhaps 

meet up with a friend or just to get out and have a drink and a bite to eat. 

A manager has been appointed and the modifications needed are under 

way and the launch day on June 17th will give an opportunity to see the 

place and perhaps catch something of the vision of what it might          

become. There is a manager in place but volunteers are also going to be 

needed. If being involved in such a community project with the churches 

might be something you want to know more about please get in touch 

with James or Beth (Farrington) to hear more. 
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How do we even know God exists?   

 
The person who says óI know God existsô is a believer. So too is the 
person who says, óI know God does not existô. And so too is the     
person who says, óI know itôs impossible to be certain one way or the 
other.ô All three of them are believers, and all three of them are     
convinced that the others are wrong (even the last one é if you think 
about it). 

 
We are all believers; itôs just that some acknowledge it more than   
others. And what we believe is based on the evidence we are        
prepared to acknowledge. I am sufficiently convinced of the evidence 
for God that I am entirely prepared to say, óI know God exists.ô Here 
are some reasons why: 

 
1) Creation. When you look at a lovely painting, you donôt think to 
yourself: óWhat a marvellous freak of chance that those colours came 
together like that!ô The universe appears to have been created by a 
deliberate artist or designer. It has a vastness beyond our imagining, 
an intricacy to a level we canôt fathom. It has the beauty of a ladybird, 
the glory of a sunset, the diversity of a zoo or a botanical garden. Sir 
Isaac Newton said, óIf there were no other evidence, the design of the 
human thumb would be sufficient to convince me that God exists.ô 
And Romans 1:20 says, óSince the creation of the world Godôs        
invisible qualities ï his eternal power and divine nature ï have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made.ô 

 
2) Right and Wrong. What do those words mean, if there is no   
creator, no final judge with the right to define them? We have        
consciences, which are not infallible guides, but they are still very 
hard to explain away; we each of us know that there is such a thing as 
right and wrong. But right and wrong have no meaning if everything is 
brought about by chance and there is nobody to whom we are        
accountable. óThere is only one Lawgiver and Judgeô (James 4:12). 

Tough Questions 
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3) Jesus. You could look at a painting for ages and not know all that 
much about the artist. But if he stepped into the room and said hello, 
you could then expect to know much more. God has stepped in to our 
world, and made himself known. óNo-one has ever seen God, but God 
the One and Only, who is at the Fatherôs side, has made him 
known,ô (John 1:18). Jesus was God on earth in human form; he 
came to show himself to us, and to enable us to come to him and 
know him. How do we know? He could do the kinds of things you 
would expect a Creator to be able to do: still the storms, cure the    
diseases, raise the dead, love the sinner. Jesus himself claimed to be 
God in all kinds of ways, sometimes making it very plain: óI and the 
Father are oneô (John 10:30); óAnyone who has seen me has seen the 
Fatherô (John 14:9); óBefore Abraham was born, I amô (John 8:58).  
After this last saying, we are told that the Jewish leaders picked up 
stones to stone him. Above all, he himself died and rose from the 
dead é just as he said he would do. The person of Jesus is the best 
possible evidence for the existence of God. In Jesus, God has        
become visible. 

 
4) Bible. This means that the best place to check out whether God 
exists is in the Bible. Only there can you read the claims of Jesus, and 
assess the things he did and the life he led. It is true that you cannot 
see God with your own eyes today, but if you had lived in Israel in the 
first part of the first century, you could have done. The evidence we 
are given is that of the first eyewitnesses and the writers from the   
period. They have to be our eyes and ears, so that as we read we can 
see and hear God speaking to us, in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 
5) Experience. Christian faith does not help us know things about 
God; it enables us to know God himself personally. Christian believers 
testify to the reality of God in their own hearts and lives, because he is 
somebody we know, love, and follow. You canôt know, love and follow 
somebody who isnôt there! óNow this is eternal life: that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sentô (John 
17:3). 

 

 - James Dudley-Smith 
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May has been a busy month, especially after the long break over 

Easter and Royal weddings and bank holidays. Weõve had a wide   

variety of stuff going on in the Youth dept. Some of our Friday          

activities for CYFA and Pathfinders have included a Big Quiz, Games 

and craft, meeting a few people from the St Johnõs church family, 

teaching slots on Psalms, as well as a wonderful visit from Marc 

Deneufchâtel, who was telling us about life and ministry in Benin. 

Coming up on Fridays are more sessions on Psalms, a ôCreative      

eveningõ, a Night Hike, a look at debt and how we use our money, 

and much more. On Sundays, Pathfinders have been looking at King 

David and are moving on to Solomon in a few weeks, and CYFA on 

Sunday evenings have embarked on a whistle -stop tour of the book 

of Revelation! So if you have any questions ð ask them!  

 
At time of writing many of CYFA (14 -18õs) and Pathfinders (11-14õs) are 

beginning to face exams of all kinds, and I have no doubt that they 

would really appreciate your prayers at this busy and stressful time.  

 
The CU at the Park School continues on Thursdays, and we have had 

quite a few recently coming along to see what we are doing and 

what the Bible says about life in 2011. We are also still meeting with 

some of the boarders there on Monday evenings. Please also pray for 

the Yeovil College CU each week, and for me as I hope to begin 

some pastoral work there. Iõve also had the privilege of going into 

Westfield School recently to help with some RE GCSE revision lessons, 

which were great fun and I enjoyed helping them to think through the        

arguments as to whether Christians should support the ôWar on Terrorõ. 

 
Following on from our training morning for Youth and Childrenõs      

Volunteers on 26 th March with Dave Fenton, on 7 th May we had an 

excellent Vision and Values morning for our Childrenõs and Youth 

Team. It was great to get together and think through our vision and 

values for our ministry at St Johnõs and St Andrewõs, as well as simply to 

get together as a team. We also had fun looking forward and came 

up with loads of ideas for what we would like to see or have 

Simonõs CornerSimonõs CornerSimonõs Corner   
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achieved in 12 months and 5 years. A huge ôThank Youõ to all who 

were able to make it and especially Roz for keeping us going with  

bacon butties and coffee. Thanks also to James for taking part and 

showing what an integral part the Childrenõs and Youth team are in 

the whole ministry of the church. Please pray for me as I write up and 

sort out the results of our meeting and produce some documentation 

for the PCC and the rest of the church. Watch this space!  

 
Please also look out for and come and support a ôCream Tea          

afternoonõ on June 19th ð Weõre hoping to raise some funds for        

redecorating the Schoolrooms and particularly turning the downstairs 

room into more of a ôcoffee barõ, with tuck shop and comfy chairs 

etc. This will be a great opportunity to come along, have a lovely 

home made cream tea, raise some money and get to know some of 

the young people better, so please do come along and support us.  

 
And finally, again please do pray for the young people as they sit 

their exams, me as I sort out the great results of the ôVision morningõ, 

and please continue to pray for the right people to help with       

Pathfinders on both Fridays and Sundays. If you feel you might be   

interested in   helping out with either of these, either weekly or on a 

rota over a term, and would like to find out more, please do let me 

know.  

 
And finally as ever, a massive thank you  to all of you too for all your 

support, encouragement and prayers for the youth and childrenõs 

work, the volunteers and I really appreciate it. Thank You.  

 

  - Simon Corner, Youth Minister  

Love your children with all your hearts;  
love them enough to discipline them before it is too late...  

Praise them for the important things, even if you have to stretch 
them a bit. Praise them a lot.  They live on it like bread and butter  

and they need it more than bread and butter.  
 

- Lavina Christensen Fugal  
 

From ôLosing the Threadõ Compiled by Alie Stibbe, Monarch Books  
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LENT RETREAT ON IONA 
I met up with my fellow pilgrims at 6am at Bristol airport.  It 
was a trip organised by a vicar from Claverham (no, I didn’t 

know where that was either) for people from this Diocese.  
We flew to Glasgow where we boarded a coach to Oban.  The 

journey took us through the most breathtaking spectacular 
scenery along the shores of Loch Lomond.  By the time we 

returned a week later we had got to know each other well 
enough to sing the song after being told the reason behind 

the words. 
At Oban we stopped for lunch and caught the ferry to Mull 

then another coach journey to Fionnphort and another ferry 

to Iona. We arrived at 5pm and were welcomed by the staff 
of the Bishop’s house and shown to our rooms.  Dinner      

revived us, followed by Compline at 8-15pm, a service in the 
Abbey at 9pm and then silence from 10pm until lunch time 

the next day.  Breakfast was fun and as this was the pattern 
for the week we all got very good at signing to one another 

e.g. pass the marmalade please. 
The day started with Eucharist at 8am, breakfast and then 

some bible teaching  on John 14 to 17; followed by free time 
to contemplate what we had heard/imaginative prayer/lectio 

divina.  Lunch at 1pm when we all started talking again.  
Then the afternoons were free to explore the island, shop till 

you drop in the four shops, talk to the sheep, visit the      
Abbey, paint pictures, take photos, go on a boat trip to 

Staffa to see Fingal’s Cave, Puffins, and Seals etc.  We all 

made it back to the house by 5pm for a cup of tea and 
homemade cake.  Dinner at 7pm, Compline 8-15pm and the 

Abbey at 9pm.  So went the pattern of every day.  
Walking to the Abbey in the light was OK but a bit hairy 

coming back by torch light over muddy fields, rocks and two 
streams.  Fun though.  Worship in the Abbey was like    

nothing I have ever experienced before.  On the first evening 
the children had organised it and were stood in the centre of 

a circle of chairs waving a banner with a name on.  There 
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were 12 of these circles and we were invited to join one of 

the 12 tribes of Israel for a picnic.  The picnic was bread and 
wine and this was their communion service.  We sang       

unfamiliar songs.  There was lots of noise as the children had 
shakers, rain sticks, African drums, ukeles, tambourines; but 

they were amazingly quiet during the prayers and the      
sermon.   The children administered the bread and wine and 

at the end of the service we danced in a huge procession out 
of the abbey into the cloisters where we were given tea and 

cake. 
Every service in the Abbey was different and very moving.  

Most ended in the cloisters with some excuse for everyone to 
talk to people they did not know.  One such excuse was to 

be given an oatcake as you went through the door and      
invited to share it with someone you had never met before.  

I got to meet people from Germany, Australia, New York and 

all over the British Isles. A memorable week in beautiful   
surroundings, when I met with God in all kinds of ways.                       

- Margaret Hamilton April 2011. 

ôCatching God at Workõ  
 

Perhaps you missed Colin Doreõs review of John Mitchellõs new 

book ôCatching God at Workõ in the December/January issue of 

Focus. I took Colinõs advice, purchased a copy, read it and 

found it to be a very useful book.  

 

Johnõs turn of phrase helps you look at things in a fresh way. 

For example on page 196 he states: - òPrayer should be as  

natural as breathingó. That little comment certainly made me 

sit up and take note, and thatõs just one quote. 

 

I found using the contents list at the front a really easy way of 

locating  a particular subject that I wanted to read up on. Each 

section concise, informative, and enlightening. Like I said at 

the beginning, an extremely useful book.  

- Ed Brooks  
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Small acts of kindness and generosity 
keep Godôs kingdom growing 

 
Just before Easter I found myself as the ócastawayô on a version of 
Desert Island Discs in Ilminster. I was surprised by how much I     
enjoyed the experience and I was delighted that my rather bizarre 
choice of records, which included Adam Faith and Dusty Springfield, 
struck a chord with so many of the listeners ï it must be my age!  
 
I was reminded of the evening because I have just received a óthank 
youô letter from the charity that I wanted to support that evening, 
óKidôs Companyô and with it a gift of a wonderfully colourful tie made 
by one of the vulnerable young people who are helped by it. The 
founder is an inspirational Iranian woman called Camilla               
Batmanghelidjh. Kidôs Company, based in Inner City Peckham,      
supports kids whom many others have given up on, and by offering 
them a place of safety and welcome, lives are often turned around.  
 
óOne of our street boysô, writes Camilla, ówho came in the early days 
and drove me crazy is now an ambulance driver and is working as a 
gang mediator trying to prevent shootings in the streets. One of our 
girls who arrived homeless aged 16 just got a 2:1 at Oxford in       
experimental psychology. Your friendship for our vulnerable children 
will always be treasured.ô In fact we raised just over Ã450. It doesnôt 
sound much, but then it is often the small acts of generosity and 
kindness that make all the difference. 
 
I spent the week after Easter in Normandy and visited the town of 
Lisieux, now famous as the place where St Therese lived as a       
Carmelite Nun. Therese lived only a short time. She never went on 
missions; she never founded a religious order; she never performed 
great works and it is only her written journal, óThe story of a Soulô 
that the church has to remember her by, and yet, within a relatively 
short time, the Catholic Church made her a saint. Why? 
 
Because she was a reminder to those of us who can feel that we can 
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do so little to make a difference in the world, that it is 
the small acts of kindness and generosity that keep 
Godôs kingdom growing. When Henry James was saying 
goodbye to his young nephew Billy, he said something 
the boy never forgot. óThere are three things that are    
important in human life. The first is to be kind; the    
second is to be kind; the third is to be kind.ô 

 + Peter Taunton  

Deneuf News 
Dear praying friends,          16th May 2011 
 

Thank you for your prayers. No suitcases broke on our   
journey to England, but we did have some adventures with 

cancelled and broken-down trains (see my blog for more  
details!). Fortunately Marc's parents were with us to help us 

carrying luggage and boys on a far more complicated route 
than anticipated to the Gare du Nord. 

 
We have now visited our supporting churches in Hatfield and 

Yeovil and felt very warmly welcomed back. Do pray for    
renewed strength, as we are beginning to feel how much we 

are giving out. We have managed to book a cottage in North 
Wales for a week's holiday June 3rd-10th, which should give 

us some much-needed rest! 

 
Please also pray for my teeth. Despite a check-up in France 

last month, one tooth has been niggling for the last week or 
so. I have been able to book an emergency appointment for 

tomorrow morning, but am just hoping any work will be able 
to be done before we leave Yeovil the next day! 

 
Thank you so much for your support. 

Much love, 
 

Hilary (and Marc)      www.mummydeneuf.blogspot.com  
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN JUNE 2011 
 
Wed 1st 7.30 pm First Wednesday  St Andrewôs Hall  
Thurs 2nd   Ascension Day TBA 
Fri 3rd     6.30 pm Evening Prayer   St Andrew's 
  7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA  Schoolrooms 
     
 

7
th

  Sunday of Easter 
 

Sun 5th      
 
     8.00 am  Holy Communion    St Johnôs 

  10.00 am Holy Communion    St Andrew's 
  10.30 am Together for Worship   St John's 
     
 Mon 6th 1.30 pm Kids & Co   St Andrewôs Hall 
 Tues 7th          10.30  am Holy Communion    St John's 

2.30 pm Together on Tuesday  Schoolrooms 
4.15 pm Staff Meeting   Rectory 

 Fri 10th  6.30 pm Evening Prayer   St Andrewôs  
7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA  Schoolrooms 
8.00 am Menôs Prayer Breakfast  St Johnôs 

Sat 11th 10.00 am ï 4.30 pm The Bristol Menôs Convention 
 
 

Pentecost  - Whit Sunday 
 

 

Sun 12th 8.00 am Holy Communion  St Johnôs 
10.00 am Morning Worship  St Andrewôs 

     10.30 am Holy Communion   St Johnôs   

      
 

Mon 13th 1.30 pm Kids & Co   St Andrewôs Hall 
Tues 14th

 
10.30 am Holy Communion    St John's 

  12.30 pm SALT    St Andrewôs Hall  
Wed 15th   9.45 am Genesis   TBA 
Fri 17th    6.30 pm  Evening Prayer    St Andrewôs 

7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA  Schoolrooms 

Sat 18th 2.00 pm Wedding   St Johnôs 
 
 

 Trinity Sunday 
 

Sun 19th 8.00 am Holy Communion  St Johnôs 
10.00 am Holy Communion   St Andrewôs 

10.30 am Morning Worship   St Johnôs 

    
Mon 20th 1.30 pm Kids & Co   St Andrewôs Hall 
Tues 21st 10.30 am Holy Communion    St John's 
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PARISH 
PRAYER 
CHAIN 

Please telephone any prayer 

 requests to:- 
 

Shirley Lee 427070  or 

Eileen Bangay 850452 

 
 
 
 

These usually take place on the 
Second and fourth weeks of each month  

 

If you are interested in joining one of these groups  
CONTACT  James Dudley -Smith on 01935 475352  

2.30 pm Together on Tuesday  Schoolrooms 
4.15 pm Staff Meeting   Rectory 

Fri 24th   6.30 pm Evening Prayer   St Andrewôs 
  7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA  Schoolrooms  
 

    

 1
st

 Sunday after Trinity 
 
Sun 26th    8.00 am  Holy Communion     St Johnôs 

       10.00 am Together for Worship    St Andrewôs 
       10.30 am Holy Communion   St Johnôs   
         6.30 pm Evening Prayer  St Andrewôs  

 
Mon 27th 1.30 pm Kids & Co   St Andrewôs Hall 

7.30 pm Fellowship Group Leaders The Rectory 
Tues 28th

 
10.30 am Holy Communion    St John's 

  12.30 pm SALT    St Andrewôs Hall  
4.15 pm Staff Meeting   Rectory 
7.30 pm St Andrewôs Council  Rectory 

Wed 29th   9.45 am Genesis   41 The Park 

Details of events are as correct as possible at the time of printing but please 
check weekly notice sheets for any necessary changes.  
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Young SaintsYoung SaintsYoung Saints   
 

This months theme:  

The Fruit of the 

Spirit - Gentleness 

Christian Gentleness  
Ruth was not a Hebrew woman, but she loved her mother -in-law so much that, 

after her husband died, she went to live with Naomi in Naomi's homeland. In 

order to help with food, Ruth offers to pick through the grain left behind in 

the fields. She comes to a field owned by Boaz. Now, Boaz knows all that Ruth 

has been helping and caring for Naomi, so he tells his workers to not only allow 

Ruth to pick the leftover grain, but he also tells them to drop extra grain for 

her and allows her to drink the water from his well.  

While it may not seem like a big deal that Boaz allowed Ruth to gather the  

leftover grain or even had his men drop extra grain, it was. In most other 

fields Ruth would have been harassed or placed in danger. However, Boaz 

showed her great kindness coming from a gentle spirit.  

We often face situations where we have to make a choice on how we treat   

people. How do you treat the new kid in school? What about the boy who    

doesn't quite fit in? Do you stand up for those that are being teased or       

bullied? If you see a girl drop her books, do you stop to help her pick them up? 

You would be amazed how these gentle acts and kind words affect people.  

While everyone else may think you are crazy for speaking kindly of people or 

avoiding gossip and unkind words, God knows that your actions come from a  

gentle heart. It's not always easy to be gentle. Sometimes we get angry or 

selfish, but allow God to change your heart from those selfish ways to put you 

in the other person's shoes. Allow your heart to be moved so that it becomes 

more gentle over time.  

Prayer Focus  This week focus your prayers on gaining a gentle 

heart. Try to think of times you could have offered a kind work or a 

helping hand, and ask God to help you remember those times when you 

face similar situations. Ask Him to guide you and help you be more 

gentle toward those that need it.  

We continue our series in the Young Saints pages this month, based on the 

Fruit of the Spirit. This month we look at the fruit ôGentlenessõ.  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self -control. Against such 

things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22 -23, NIV)  
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Jokes cornerJokes corner   
 

Why did the orange stop? It ran out of juice  
 

Why are football pitches wet? Because the football players dribble so much!  
 

I always loved tap dancing, but I kept falling into the sink!  
 

What happened when the boy went to buy camouflage trousers? He couldnõt 
find any!  
 

Why did the snooker player feel off colour? He wasnôt getting enough 

greens. 

Fruit of the Spirit ñ Gentleness ñ Fitword  

Bethlehem  

Barley  

Field  

Boaz 

Harvest  

Leave 

Mother in law  

Naomi 

Ruth 

Orpah  

Moab 

Grain 

This monthõs competition 

Fit the words above into 

the grid. There is one word 

that is not in the grid.  

Get that word to the    

Editor to win a prize!  Last Monthõs competition  
Last monthõs competition winners were... 

Katie Irwin, Clare Irwin, Hannah Peace and Erin  
 

Bennett      CONGRATULATIONS!  
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Motor Insurance claims statements -  Part 1  
¶ "A pedestrian hit me and went under my car."  

¶ "The other car collided with mine without giving warning of its 

intention."  

¶ "I had been learning to drive with power steering. I turned the 

wheel to what I thought was enough and found myself in a   

different direction going the opposite way."  

¶ "Coming home, I drove into the wrong house and collided with a 

tree I don't have."  

¶ "I thought my window was down; but found it was up when I put 

my hand through it."  

¶ "No one was to blame for the accident, but it never would have 

happened if the other driver had been alert."  

¶ "The pedestrian had no idea which direction to go, so I ran 

over him."  

¶ "I saw the slow -moving, sad-faced old gentleman as he bounced 

off the hood of my car."  

¶ "I had been driving for 40 years when I fell asleep at the 

wheel and had an accident."  

¶ "I was taking my canary to the hospital. It got loose in the car 

and flew out the window. The next thing I saw was his rear 

end, and there was a crash."  

¶ "I was backing my car out of the driveway in the usual manner 

when it was struck by the other car in the same place where it 

had been struck several times before."  

¶ "The indirect cause of this accident was a little guy in a small 

car with a big mouth."  

¶ "The accident happened when the right door of a car came 

around the corner without giving a signal."  

 

Something to make you smile  
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60 West Coker Road, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2JA 

Tel: 01935 472793 Email: Beechwood@homecall.co.uk 
 Set in landscaped gardens, Beechwood House, Yeovil, provides a very high standard of residential care for 28 

elderly people. You will be instantly struck by the homely and welcoming atmosphere where the interest of each 
resident is at the heart of everything we do. Beechwood House is not part of a large corporation, it is a private, 

individual Home with caring and trained staff. 

Private and funded clients are welcome. 
 

For an informal chat, or a visit, please contact the Manager, Mrs Sandra Barclay 

Beechwood House Care Home 

ADVERTS 
By inclusion in  FOCUS an advertiser is not underwritten by the Editor or the 

Church Council. We suggest always asking for a recommendation. 
If you would like to advertise in this magazine, please contact the Editor  

A Touch of Glass  

Glass and Metal Engraving Specialists 
 

1 Church Street, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1HE  

Tel 01935 411088  

dawn.stevense@btinternet.com 

 K. Allen 
ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING 

AND DECORATING UNDERTAKEN 

City & Guilds Qualified 

FREE ESTIMATES. NO VAT 

01935 422736 

mailto:Beechwood@homecall.co.uk
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                             Walter Wall  
 

      for Quality Carpets, Rugs and Vinyls.  

             All PricesñImmediate Delivery  

Fitting by Experts  

                  34 Princes Street, Yeovil  

                        Tel: (01935) 478100  

Keith Waddleton  
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Free estimates:  No job too small 

26 Sunningdale Road, YEOVIL. Tel:(01935) 425108 
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David C Rivett 
Family Owned Funeral Directors  

Monumental Masonry Arranged 
 

30 Lyde Road, YEOVIL. BA21 5AT. Tel: 433737 

 

 Ample On -Site Client Parking:  

All office staff Family Members: 24 Hour Service. 

 

 

 

36 Preston Road, 

Yeovil, 

BA21 3AQ 

This well established home in the 

centre of Yeovil, offers full    nursing 

ca re  in  a  w a r m,  f r i en dly                  

environment. 
 

Do call and have a look round 

or telephone 01935 472102. 

Prop. Chris Wharton 

G. H. Cook & Son 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS  

24 Hour Service  

Private Chapel of Rest  

8-11 Bond Street. YEOVIL. Tel: 423463  

 W A K E L Y  B R O T H E R S 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

 

Advice & Consultation without obligation:  

24 Hour Service: Private Chapel of Rest. 
 

contact...Clive Wakely 33 Sparrow Road, YEOVIL. Tel: 479913 
 

òGolden Charteró Pre-payment Funeral Plans 
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BARTLETTS  
   Removals, Containerised Storage, and Transport.  

                Packing materials available. 

               www.bartlettsremovals.co.uk 

           36 Buckland Road, Yeovil. BA215HA. 

Tel: (01935) 423932    Fax (01935) 433713.  

THE PARK SCHOOL 
YEOVIL SOMERSET 

Christian foundation Established 1851 -  Day and Boarding 

        Co-education : 3-18 Years 
òPupilsõ personal development is a strength of the schooló I.S.Inspectorate. 

¶ Very competitive fee structure throughout the key stages 

¶ Early years grants accepted in our Nursery 

¶ Sixth Form offering a wide range of ‘A’ level courses 

¶ Small classes: pupils/students work in a happy & supportive atmosphere 

¶ Scholarships available in academic subjects and in music, art and drama 

¶ Bursaries awarded to those in full time Christian work 

¶ Floodlit sports facilities 

Why not come and visit us?  

You will always receive a warm welcome 

For a prospectus or further details please visit our website or 
telephone 01935 423514; Fax 01935 411257  

Web site address  www.parkschool.com  
E-mail address  admin.parkschool@ukonline.co.uk  

 WATERLOO PLUMBING 
 

PLUMBING HEATING ENGINEER 

PLUMBING.BOILER REPLACEMENT.SERVICING 

AGA-RAYBURN SERVICE AND REPAIR 

TEL:07765211025 
 

OIL/LPG/GAS SAFE REGISTERED   
No 506686 

B015  

 

 

http://www.bartlettsremovals.co.uk
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Farmhouse 

 
Building Contractor 

Extensions. Alterations. Maintenance & 

 repairs. Patios.  

Internal & external decorating 
    

Tel: 01935 428176 

GEOFF  
BRYAN  

Pendomer House Bed & Breakfast  
Pendomer House offers an unique opportunity to stay in a beautiful     

English country home.  

Guests have their own sitting room with log fire , colour television and 

complete privacy.  Non Smoking  
 

Caroline Armitstead, Pendomer House, Pendomer, Yeovil BA22 9PD  

Tel 01935 862785    www.pendomerhouse.co.uk  
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                      WHO’S WHO? 

Rector Revd. James Dudley-Smith 475352 
Email: Jamesds@tesco.net 

Assistant Clergy Revd. Ed Bangay 850452 

Youth Minister Simon Corner 411614 

Readers Keith Stevens 

David Upton             

Beth Farrington 

Ted King 

428142 

424270 

Ex  Directory 

421921 

Verger 

 

Bob Banfield 
 

427745 
 

 

  St John’s     St Andrew’s   

Wardens 

  

Deputy Wardens 

  

Phil Juggins 

Helen Peace 

Alan Irwin 

Robert Warr 

421909 

414464 

471963 

432798 

Jenny Jones 

David Maynard-Griffin 

Les Jackson 

Ruth Preston 

422587 

424605 

425343 

422507 

Treasurer Martin Warr 476388 Ted King 421921 

PCC Secretary John Brookes 478862 Margaret Akerman  422474  

Organist Ray Willis 
 

07880 
918697  

 Derek Wood 01460 
75680  

Gift Aid Officer Roger Fox 862041 Jo Dodwell   

Captain of the Bell  

Ringers 

Roger Fox 862041     

Music Group Leader Keith Ovenden 424780     

Youth/Children’s  

Team Co-ordinator 

Simon Corner 
 

411614     

Floral Group Chair Mary Brooks 425147 Nicky Pilton  822422  

Child Protection  

Contact 

Margaret Hamilton 412570     

Envelope Secretary Shirley Lee 427070 Jo Dodwell   

Focus Magazine  

Editor 

Elaine Mitchell 476097 Margaret  
Akerman (liaison) 

422474 

Traidcraft Contact Pauline  

Kibblewhite 

841510     

Parish Administrator  

& Schoolrooms  

Bookings 

Kath Upton 
  

Home 
424270 

Office 

427745 

Jean Detrey  
(Hall Bookings) 

 
Ex-

directory 

Focus Editor email address: robelainemitchell@btinternet.com  

Please submit any articles or items for the Focus Magazine to the Editor via    

e- mail or pigeon hole in St Johnõs by the 3rd Sunday in the month  


