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PARISH DIRECTORY

For times of services see pages 22 & 23
CHURCH OPENING TIMES é

MON-FRI 10.00am to 3.00pm SAT 10.00am to 1.00pm

VERGERG6S & PA

RI SH OF (Ans@eE phong eutsidedofliceé Hodirs)

E-mail address- stjstayeovil@btinternet.coMVebsite - www.sjayeovil.co.uk

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR available in the Church office:

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9.30ari.30pm

Church activities...

Junior Church

Creche (0 to 2yrs)
Scramblers (3yrs to 5yrs)
Explorers (6yrs to 10yrs)
Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs)
CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs)

Kids & Co
(For babies and toddlers)

Bell Ringing Practice

Second, third and fourth
Schoolrooms. We leave partway through the morning
service

& Simon Corner 411614
- CYFA meets on Sunday evenings

Mondays 1. 30pm St Andr ewbd

Monday Evenings 7.30p@ Roger Fox Tel: 862041

St Johno6s Musi cMor@lays hy prrafgensedt Kedith@enden Tel: 424780

St Andrewbds Fri

SALT
(St Andrewds at

Together on Tuesday

Genesis
(For Mums with young children)

First Wednesday
(Parish Prayer

Foam & Fellowship

Friday Night Youth Groups
Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs)
CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs)

Fellowship Groups

1st Mubsddy i2.BOPKT Ruth Brdsteh Tel: 422507

2nd & 4th Tuesdays 12.30pdn Beth Farrington
Lunch Ti me)

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2.30pén Shirley Lee Tel: 427070

Fortnightly on Wednesday® Becky DudleySmith 475352
or JoAnne Smith

Usually, the first Wednesday of each month 7.30pm at
and Praise)

1st Friday 9.00pnd lan Croxford Tel: 415340

Friday evenings 7.30pé Simon Corner 411614

Theseusually take place on the second and fourth
weeks of each mont Contact James{3 Tel: 475352
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A Letter from

James DudleySmith (Rrector)
Dear friends

Harry Houdini was a complicated character. Everyone has heard of him as
astounding escape artist, and perhap
chains, manacles and handcuffs, or hanging upside down in gastkait. \WWhat he
really wanted for himself was to be acknowledged as the greatest magician of
age; he billed himself as 6the King
preferred to be remembered in a-@okt and bowtie, not barechested and chained
like an animal. He was a great spifblicist, always looking for bigger and better
effects. And he was one of the first to vanish an elephant on stage. The posters
his 1918 show at t he New York Hi p
di sappearing mystery that hi story r
generally less than impressed by the vanish of Jennie, the Asian elephant who
on |l oan from a circus. Houdini s cri
onto the stage. The elephant was taken into the cabinet; and after she was shov
have disappeared, it required twenty men to wheel the cabinet off again!

Some claims turn out to be disappointing.

If the Christian gospel claimed to make our problems vanish, our health perfect, &
our lives financially successful and consistently happy, | would have nothing to «
with it. Such claims do not match up to reality. Jesus himself makes no such clair
and in fact he promises hardship and persecution, and demandsviseifand
self-denial. But there are claims he does make. He claims to forgive our sins a
free us from guilt. He claims to give us access to God and adoption as his childr
He claims to give the satisfying bread of life and spiritual water such that we nev
thirst again. He claims to be with us forever, leading, guiding, and feeding as t
Good Shepherd. He claims to give us the Holy Spirit to renew our lives and fill (
with joy. And he claims that we shall be with him forever, safe through death int
eternity, and that nothing can pluck us from his hand. Now those are claims the
believe to be true with all my heart, claims that invite us urgently into relationshi
with God, claims that will never disappoint.

Letds pray for those to be confir med
we may receive these claims, believe them, and prove them to be true in «
experience of life with Jesus Christ day by day. Rest your whole weight upon the
enjoy them, delight in them, tell them to other people, and honour the one w
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makes these colossal claiinghe greatest that history records.

With all best wishes JAIMES

St. Johndés hosts a confirmat.i
with the Bi shop of Taunt on.
Madeleine, Eleanor and Victoria Bradley, and Geoffrey ToIch.
There will also be candidates from Holy Trinity, St. James, East C(
and Street. Please come to the service and support those
confirmed.

~ o~ ~ 1
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Quotes of the month

AnPeople see God
they just donot
- Pearl Bailey

From Losing the Thread, compiled by Alie Stibbe published by Monarch Books
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r_f,Féf@ Family Announcem

Ruby Wedding Anniversary:
We congratul ate Diane and T
on celebrating their ruby wedding anniversary in

September. o
Wedding:

We congratulate Lisa Thorner and the Revd. Ed
Olsworth-P et er | who wi I | be marr

Keen on Friday October 28th.

Baptism:
Geoffrey Tolchard wil/ be b
October 9th.

In Memoriam:

We remember with gratitude Beryl Heaton whose funeral
took place in September, and Gertrude Spearing whose
funeral will take place on October 3rd at Yeovil cemetery.

We extend our sympathy to all who have lost loved ones
and pray that God will comfort all who mourn.

Mend6s Prayer Breakf:

Men's prayer breakfasts are on the second
Saturday in the month  from 7:45am until 9:00 am

8th October - in the Schoolrooms
12th November - in the Schoolrooms
10th December - in the Schoolrooms

For more information please see Keith Stevens
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St Andr ewdha Chi

| am writing this in the middle of September, so apart from a noticeable drop
in the temperature there are only the very early signs of Autumn. If you are
out in the countryside, the corn has been harvested and the fields are full of
straw bales. If you have a garden, there is an ever increasing amount of
clearing up and trimming back to do i although the dahlias and Japanese
anemones are still giving plenty of colour. | have a single hollyhock which
has grown to at least 10 foot tall and is bravely flowering. The children are
back at school and the Busy Bees Play Group is back in our Hall and adding
a cheerful note with their art work. Children of a certain age may be on their
way to University T at St . Andrewbs we think
and our thoughts and prayers go with her. At coffee on Sunday there was
some difference of opinion about whether she had gone to Bristol or Exeter
to study geography, but wherever it is, we wish her a happy and successful
time.

SALT and the Friendship Circle are back to their schedules again.
Friendship Circle met on September 6th and had a most interesting and

t

es

inspiring talk from a representati ve

special reference to their Charlton Farm Hospice. They brought along some
things to sell in support of the Hospice and altogether Friendship Circle
raised £102 at that meeting T as well as going away much better informed.
Their next Meeting is on October 4th and Roby Maitland will be talking about
the work of Kids and Co. in our own Church Hall. What a brilliant idea! Its
good to be informed about the wider world, but also very necessary i and,

|l 6ve no doubt, entertaining to | earn

week or two back, Jaxon Vickery was

service after our Morning Communion. It was attended by a great number
of relatives and friends and al so
link with Jaxon and his family was forged through Kids and Co. and it was a
great delight to celebrate his Baptism in our Church. It also underlines that
Kids and Co. is a very important part of our Church outreach as well as
providing a fun afternoon for Mothers and Children.

SALT is also back to its usual schedule, meeting on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the month from 12.30. All those who come enjoy both the food
(which is excellent!) and the social interaction. | think some would come if
only for the warmth and enjoyment of the company and the food is a bonus!
There are a number of our regular members who are for various reasons
unable to come any more. which is sad for us, but this does have a positive
side because we do now have space for new members! If you, or someone
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you know, find the days sometimes long and a bit lonely, why not give SALT

a try? You dondt need any qualifica
Church goer: you donodot need to be ov
frail. In fact, if you are full of energy, we could probably find you a job to do!

That 6s how | started going! I t heuog

but I went along to help, and now although I still help, sometimes it is lovely
just to enjoy the food and the company! If you are interested in knowing
more, speak to Jean Detrey of Beth Farrington. As both are ex-directory,
you could also phone me on 01935 422474. If | am not in, leave your
number and | will get back to you!

Family News

The Pilton family seem to have hit a winning streak lately! Nicky, who sings

for us and is responsible for our Harvest decorations as well as organising

the rota of Flower Arrangers to keep our Church beautiful, won first prize at

her Village Flower Show for the best begonia. After the Flower Show they
have a Tent Songs of Praise, and Rachael and David, Bridget and John
went along to join in and they all enjoyed a really good sing. Stephen has

had his share of success! - He passed his driving test first time!

His instructor was the daughter of N
a | ay reader i n Wal es, who has c¢come
times. Stephen is starting his second year at College and has so far gained

10 distinctions in his IT Diploma work, while still working at Waitrose in
Crewkerne. Well done, Stephen. Your Mum and Dad and also all of us at St.
Andrewds are very proud of youl! Al i
starting her GCSE course in Year 10 and has had to choose her options for

the next 2 years. We all wish you well Alison, and hope you enjoy the
course you have chosen.

Another important bit of Church Family News is that Harry Dudley Smith has
started at Huish School and loves it! When | spoke to James, Harry was
very excited at the prospect of having his first School Lunch! He had also
come home, a little dishevelled, we a
had had his first PE lesson and afterwards had dressed himself and most
importantly tied his own tie!

One last piece of news! We have to congratulate Tony and Dianne Johnson,
who have just celebrated their Ruby Wedding Anniversary. We all wish you
happy times ahead i and we are so grateful for all that you both do for us.

If you have special news you would like to share with us, please speak to
me or give me a ring on the number below. Its good to share with one
another!

- Margaret Akerman tel. 01935 422474
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BYG... Points for prayer

October 2011 .... The BYG suggests for your
prayers.

Please pray for our mission links abroad...

Marc and Hilary Deneufchatel in Benin

- See their article on page 19

Muyunda Simangolwa in Zambia

- Pray for the health and safety of Muyunda and his family. Tha
they will have all they need to live on and still be able to study.

Ruth Hulser in Tanzania

- Pray for Ruth, for the families threatened with food and water
shortages, for Ruthoés team t
need and not get tired. That they will remain close to God.

For the rest of the world...

- For the countries of Yemen an®yria where there have been
pro-democracy demonstrations. Pray for an end to the
Yemeni and Syrian gover nment

- The rescue efforts across isolated Himalayan regions in Indic
Nepal and Tibet after a magnitude 6.9 earthquake struck th
area on the 18th September

- For the peace talks with the Taliban in Afghanistan. That
attempts to thwart the peace process will not be successful.

- For the safety of our armed forces serving in Afghanistan anc
in other countries throughout the world.

Don't forget the Parish Prayer Diary is available each month. It ¢
suggestions for people, places and situations that you can pr:
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Where does it go and what does it do?

- Ruth Hulser

Readers of last month's Focus may remember that the Beyond Yeouvil
Group promised details of the people and organisations which received
money from our churches' outward giving.

This month our report is on CMS and our link through them with Ruth
Hulser.

CMS is one of the older mission societies arising from within the
Anglican church. Originally known as the Church Missionary Society its
initials now stand for Church Mission Society....a seemingly small but
actually quite important change in understanding. A century or so back
missionaries tended to go from Europe to places like Africa on the back
of colonial expansion.

Nowadays however the emphasis on
everywhered6 and a society |ike CM
from for example the U.K. but also have partners coming from perhaps
India to work here in our country. It is a two way process and the
missionary has become a mission partner in the task that the whole
church is committed to in sharing the good news of Jesus everywhere.

St John's and St Andrew's are linked with Ruth Hulser, serving in Tanzania
through CMS. The money that we send together with that from other
supporting churches and CMS itself enables Ruth to use her skills as a
doctor in a clinic in Tabora in Tanzania. Ruth's home country was
Germany but while training over here she was for a while when hospital
hours permitted a member of St John's. Many of us were privileged to
hear Ruth speak at our churches earlier in the summer and were moved
to learn of her work. The clinic is the base for other mobile clinics that
serve the villages around. Ruth heads a team of people trying to bring
improvements in health care in the area. As happens when a project gets
going other needs arise and in addition to the clinic there is now a house
unit built to give accommodation to families whose health needs require
rehousing. Ruth herself has taken on a temporary foster child whose
medical needs could not be met elsewhere. His name is Juma.

Tabora region while not in the famine area of the Horn of Africa has
in parts found villages short of water and because the dam that produces
75% of Tanzanian electricity is nearly empty power supplies are
frequently interrupted.

Being linked with Ruth is not just a matter of giving some money
important though that is. In being linked with her we are linked to the
church in Tanzania and our support is needed also in prayer and
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encouragement and sharing with each other.

Please pray for Ruth: in her latest prayer letter she asks particularly
that we would pray..... for families threatened by food shortage and lack
of water.....for her team, that with so many needs around them they will
not burn out,.... for them all to remain close to God in the knowledge of
his care and provision at all times.

Cards for Good Causes

The Cards For Good Causes shop opens on 17th October
3rd December 2011 at St John's Church.

Some of the charities supported at St John's are...

Action for Children, Age UK, Alzheimer's Society, Arthritis Researg
Barnardo's, British Heart Foundation, Cancer Research UK, Cystic

Trust, Diabetes UK, Epilepsy Action, Hft, Leukaemia & Lymphoma Re
Macmillan Cancer Support, Mencap, Mind, Multiple Sclerosis So
National Autistic Society, NSPCC, Queen Elizabeth's Foundation for D

h L
=ibre
seal
ciet
isak

People, RNLI, Save the Children, Self Unlimited, SSAFA Forces Help,

National Deaf Children's Society, The Stroke Association, Parkinsor
Perennial Gardeners' Royal Benevolent Society, Shelter, The 1959 G
Charities, Christian Aid/Traidcraft, The Compassionate Friends,
Sargent, Make a Wish Foundation UK, St Margaret's Somerset Hospi
Children's Society and Tenovus.

Thanksto the support and time giving bhe charityvolunteers, Cards F
Good Causes (CFGC) has been able to help many charities over the y
Cards For Good Causes would like to invite you to help support our g
by giving some of your time. We need volunteers to help run the shop,
would involve a few hours in the morning or afternoon to help v
the selling and stocking of cards and gift iterfisi. W2 Ky Q&
friendly place to work during the festive season and volunteebriggs
many rewards.

If you can help please contact Shop Manageress Nili on 0]

1's |
rouf
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ce, |

DI
pars
hari
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vith

K C
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111692 or email: nilixon@yahoo.com You can also visit our website:

www.cardsforcharity.co.ubkr find us on Facebook.
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GREETINGS FROM WYNDHAM
PARK

Il know | 6ve been here since Apr

i n |l etting you know whatods goi njg
in future.

I still havendét thanked everyone
out of my old house T prayers, mops, buckets and dusters,

food hampers, good wishes and cards, etc Tso ATHANK

SO MUCHo it was all very much ajlpp
that he has blessed me with knowing so many amazing

people.

| have had afternoon teas, coffee mornings, a BBQ, taken
out welcome boxes, had meetings with various people and
organisations and met lots of new and wonderful friends and
neighbours. Good things are happening here on Wyndham
Park, but not always in the way | think they should happen,
but how God has planned them.

AHow awesome i si YeaviNETGhawk!be&en praying
for Christians moving onto Wyndham Park and | have just
met a Christian family who will be moving onto Wyndham
Park at the end of September/beginning of October who
have been praying for a house on Wyndham Park.

Please continue praying for YeovilNET and Wyndham Park,
the site is still developing, more people are moving in every
week and there are still a lot of people here | have not met
and some who have never met Jesus.

Love Linda

The Zagorche Children's Ensemble will be performing traditional Bulgaria
folk music and dance at the Gateway on MONDAY 17th OCTOBER at

7.00pm.
They are an event winning, ngmofit makingcompany who will set your

hearts racing with their fiery Bulgarian rhythms and touch your hearts witt
their harmonies. Tickets are £6.00 (children under 16, £3.00) and ar
available at Yeovil Tourist Information Office, through Mike Streatfeild ot

on the door. Those who have seen them speak very highly of them.
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Book Review: | B 20N
0Getting Your KE&aay t
without them End

by Rob Parsons

Rob Parsons is founder of Care for the Family and a bssiling author. | have
read this book recently and found it to be excellent in its no nonsense approach
to the church and young people. Its content is not rocket science, but a
reminder that the most important thing for our children/young people is to
nurture their love for God and how we can keep them in the church.

His chaptersincluded avoi d t he | el of yryingno mdkedall yooyng d
people fit a particular mould, and of nob sweati ng t he beglada |
they are in church, without worrying about side issueé,d o n & t mak e
feel a rebel over things that are n
from the church and into the arms of
make them ashamed over things that
sweat t he . (Rob&dardonsst uf f 6

Young people need a sense of belonging and reflecting on this | feel very
grateful that our church has a youth group, has Simon our full time youth worker
and a youth team where our young people are genuinely cared about. Our kids
have that belonging, love and acceptance from the youth club and deepening
relationships with Christians their own age are all a part of deepening faith for
themselves.

One part of the book that spoke to me was about how it is easy to take the
youth group and youth leader for granted. It could be easy to see the church
youth group asndasochat aaddvity for

without them
Ending up
Hating God

things they do. Well Rob Parsons write@ We 6 | | be careful n
lives with piano lessons, judo, maths tutoring and ballet classes to the point
where they just dond6ét have time to s
Instead, everybody in our family will know that Friday night is yotdlub night.

It6s easy to get it wrong i nowVelhthekidsa r
are in church on a Sunday. What doe

group?6 The truth is, they probably
when it becomes too big a price to pay. But, generally, kids want to go to a good

youth groupda n d even i f they donodt, t hat
friend there that they click with. Pray with all your heart for that friend to show
upo6

Rob Parsons then writes about the &b
and churches that damage the faith of our children. These chapters deal with
overbusyness, cynicism, hypocrisy, judgmentalism and overfamiliarity, and as
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you can imagine, make very challenging and thought provoking reading.

The final chapters talk about getting our children ready for disappointment with
themselves, with others and with God, and getting them ready for the real world.
His final note talks about how often we feel failures as parents, how we should
not judge each other by how we think our children are doing, or wondering what
other Christians make of our parenting. We are to persevere and to pray for our
children, knowing that each one is special and unique and loved by God.

This book is easy to read, with lots of real life experiences used to make
different points. | recommend this book to any Christian pareéthowever young
your child is, and for anyone in church leadership. -Helen Peace

0Getting Your Kids through Church wi
buy from Keith Jones Bookshop priced £7.19

Bi bl e Sunday. celebrati-ng

yesteraay, today, tomorrow
Bible Society invites everyone to celebrate the transformational impact of the Bible
on Bible Sunday the 23rd October. Centred on Nehemiah 8.1 12, Bible Sunday
2011 helps us explore and engage with the Scripture that changes lives and
nations. See www.biblesociety.org.uk/about -bible-society/what-we-do-in-englana-
and-wales/bible-sunday-2011/

Alternatively you could make the day a No Bible Sunday.

So what is No Bible Sunday?
Some people who heard the title without hearing the purpose behind it responded

"What a terrible idea! How could our church have a Sunday without the Bible?"

And that is the point...

- Without the Bible it's extremely hard to worship God, not just because most of
our songs are based on Scripture but because the Bible shows us what God i
like.

- Without the Bible it's extremely difficult to hear from God. No book can speak
more powerfully into our lives than the Bible.

- Without the Bible it's extremely hard to learn much about God or about our
purpose in being on this planet, and even harder to know whether what anyone
else says about God is true.

No Bible Sunday can help you to fully realize these facts. It can challenge people to
value and read the Bible.
Through ignorance, indifference or their own religious beliefs many people outside
the church choose never to read the Bible. But for hundreds of millions of people
there is no choice. Through barriers of language, illiteracy or religious persecution,
they have no access to the Bible.

For hundreds of millions of people every Sunday is No Bible Sunday
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St Mar gar etStMargaretsi

HOSPICE
Sunday Lunch and Cabaret on16th October 12.15pm onwards
Cricket St Thomas Hotel Near Chard.

Treat yourself or someone special to a delicious 2 course Sunday L
wi t h cof fee, foll owed by Wa
St Margaretdos Speci al pri cd adulis

only telephone (01935) 709485.

Here Come the girls 20th October 7.00pm at Westland Leisure Com
Yeovil tickets £10 telephone (01202) 517323 a chance to indulge

pamper yourself with hand massages to gifts.

Many thanks for your support

Ourlink @ StJ&A

There we were sitting in a gard
about this and that 17 and all of a sudden this idea took root and
began to grow, continuing to grow as we thought more about it.

Ever wanted to go to the cinema

en

(

who shares your tastes? May be you want to go

fancy walking alone? Perhaps you would like to meet up for a chat
and a cuppa or bring & share meal? You are on your own and find it
hard to socialise or due to family commitments have got out of the
habit of going out, or maybe you just think this could help you to

widen your circle of friends? Whoever you are and whatever your
circumstances this idea may appeal to you!

We have come up with a way of giving folk who regularly attend
either church the opportunity to link up more with others socially if
they wish. We hope it will appeal to everyone, whether couples,
families, those on their own or newcomers who would like to get to
know others better, and maybe give another opening for inviting
along friends and family who are not church goers to socialise in

14



Christian company. (Under 18s must be accompanied by a
responsible adult.)

Events could be many and varied, could cost the price of a ticket or

be free or whatever. Those interested in joining our Google group
mailing | ist woul d approach the
request their email address be added. Basically anyone in the group
could send a message to the others telling them about something
they would like to do/go to and then individuals could respond direct

to the sender. Those who do not have computer access would have

a Abuddyo who would pass on inf o
interest them as we do want the group to be open to all church
members.

We feel this could be something that benefits our church family as
well as possibly drawing others in. On a social level we hope that it
will also provide an additional p
and build relationships.

We hope too that we could use the same group to request and share
information such as recommendations for reliable building/decorating/
medical services etc (although obviously references would still need
to be taken up and appropriate enquiries made by the person
requesting information.)

There will be an item on the weekly notice sheet when
Ourlink@StJ&A is launchedwith details about how to join the mailing
list.

If you would like to find out more please speak to Caroline Turner,
Caroline Jeeves, Anne Wicks or Rosie Keyne$ contact details in the
church directory.

O A true friend i s someon
and touchesHeatheunPryoh e ar t
From All Stitched up compiled by Alie Stibbe, published by Monarch Books

(O )
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Tough Questions @

/////

Can't you make the Bible say anything you like?

This is a really important question. A number of things seem to cause

us to ask it: the existence of so many different denominations or

6f ormso6 ofi 6Ghfr iesvteinan@htryi sti ans car
of the bible, wh at h op e ; thesincredsiegr e
suspicion of any real meaning in atexti 6i t 6s al | ] us
opi nitenféar of fundamentalism (particularly since 9/11) 1
believing a holy book is seen as a dangerous thing.

So is it really all a matter of opinion?

Can we make the Bible say anything we like? Are all interpretations
equally wvalid? For those who woul
the assumption is that words themselves have no ultimate meaning.
They only have the meaning we (as the hearer or reader) give them.
This can sound quite appealing, particularly when we come to the
Bible. The problem with that way of thinking might be illustrated by a
story a friend of mine told me.
there was any ultimate meaning in a text) once asked him to pick up
some shopping and gave him a list: some apples, a bag of sugar,
some mince meat and a tin of chopped tomatoes. My friend returned
from the shop with some oranges, salt, and baked beans for his

friend. Pl acing them on the kitc
shock and confusion at seeing completely the wrong items he simply

sai d: 0thatdés how | i nterpreted Yy
problem i s, of cour se, that we si
doesnoét i nvest meaning in words.

il lTustrated i n another exchange:

Christian because | donodt bel i ev
texts, so | can make the Bible s
friend replied, 0Ah | see what y
Jesus and believe every word of t

girl looked worried and realised that her argument failed its own test.
Claims that deny ultimate meaning in texts are self-defeating by their
very nature. If words really have no meaning, those who believe it
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should probably stay silent.

Sensible Interpretation?

If texts can have some meaning then, and communication is possible,
how are we to begin interpreting the Bible responsibly? Do we have to
take it o6literallyé? When G. K. Ct
r e p | The Bible sdys that Herod is a fox i that does not mean that

he has a bushy tail and pointy ears. It also says that Jesus is a door 1

that does not mean that he is wooden, flat and swinging on hinges. 0
To say that a text can have meaning and communication is possible is
not to take al/l the responsibilit
ask sensible questions about the
Bible (is it poetic, a letter, a story, historical?); the author and the
authoros intention (what was the
book? See Luke 1:1-4 and John 20:30 -31 for good examples); the
historical context and our own context (what was going on then?
What 6s going on now? What are th
webve al so got to ask questions
believe that particular bit of the Bible? Is the problem with the Bible or
me?).

A final thing to consider when reading the Bible is where we are in the
overall storyline . It sometimes seems a bit strange reading 1 for
example-Judges (with al/l i ts gory det
in the Sermon on the Mount (turni
i mportant to be aware of t he whec
Scripture. Judges actually points very clearly to the need for a perfect
6Judged or king who could truly
(Jesus!) appeared he rescued all who would believe in him, at the
same time warning everyone of God
would not believe. So actually Judges and Jesus seem to have the
same fundamental message when viewed in the context of the big
storyline of the Bible.

I think theref or eyouican make thevBimenngeant o
anythi ng . Moo all inteipretations are equally valid. Some
make sense of the words and their
say that t he s anpact differentd geople anndibferent

17



ways. What moves me to tears could leave you completely cold i the
meaning is the same but we are not. Rather than be worried or
embarrassed about the Bible and its meaning we can know
confidently that, whilst some bits involve a bit more effort on our part

to understand and interpret, the
it he reveals Jesus to us offering us forgiveness, life and a future with
him beyond death. - Tim Lewis

Friends of St John’s
BARN DANCE

At The Park School Junior Hall
on Saturday 1st October
7pm to 10.30pm
Adults £6.50p, under 16s
£4.50p
incl. Ploughman’s Supper
& Pudding
Tickets—Tel. 01935 478862

Keith Stevens will be our caller and last year we had an excellent
evening enjoyed by all. Tickets are limited to 80 so if you wish to buy
tickets please do so as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.

Parish Weekend AwayOnIy 11 months from now!

I
|
Every two years we plan a weekend away. I
I
|

The dates for the next one are 7th to 9th September 2012.
Please note the dates in your diaries, and watch for further info.



Dear praying friends,

Deneuf News

Once again thank you for your prayers for the rains. They have been camin
regularly, and at the moment people seem pleased with the way things are |goir

for their fields.

Simon continues to enjoy school, but we have no news on when the offici
homeschooling resources will arrive, despite attempts at contacting the agenc
who should have sent them (who probably has sent them, but they must haye g
lost in the post). Please pray for better communication with them, and that we wil
receive the pack soon. Also pray for Marc as he plans out Simon's work jn tr

meantime.

The pastor was quite ill last week (the hospital said he had allergic bronchitig) an
could only work on Monday. He seems much better now, and | was ahle t
continue working without him, but please pray for a more productive week| this

week, and for protection from iliness and other obstacles!

Much love, Hilary and Marc Serving God in Benin, West A”rica

Most of us carry coins around with us. T
following is adapted from a school assem
Whenever you find a penny in your pocket you c...

Penny Prayers

remember to pray thus-:

1.

The penny is round this helps us to remember to pray for the world
and to give thanks to God for creation. It reminds us to be responsible
for the earth.

The penny has t h edthisbelpsuséoemenberw
that God loves everyone; that people should endeavour to be united, a
one with each other. We pray for peace.

. The penny has the Queen on one side. We pray for all leaders ¢
countries.
On the ot ail s 60dtkisrehendstuste pray foi tlosea

in prison and all the people trapped by fear, loneliness or iliness. We as
God to keep us safe and protect us.

. The penny is a very small amount of money. We remember to pray fo

those who are poor, who do not have enough food, and for the
homeless.

. The penny has a date on it. We remember to pray for toddpr all that

has happened and all that is going to happen.
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Si monds Corn

Firstly, a huge O0Thank Youd
praying for Ruth and I, and my mum over the summer. Mum

is much better than she was and after a tough couple of
mont hs, wedre glad to be back in Ye
now started a teacher training course based in Plymouth for the next

few months, so please continue to pray for her, the course, travelling

and for placement schools close to Yeovil!

After an exciting summer, where lots of our Young people went away

on camps, it is great to see how they have changed and grown in

faith over the summer. Camps are such a fantastic way of young

people developing in their faith, | can heartily recommend them if

you know of any young people who hav
good to see how the young people have returned enthusiastic and
encouraged and it has been a lovely start to the term.

As people have written about Holiday
the children seem to have had a great week, and it was clear that
God was working in peopleds I|ives.

HUGE THANK YOU to all those who gave up time and put in so much
hard work that week. Thank you so much.

We have begun the term gently, with socials, a cake -making evening
and beginning to |l ook on both Fride
Jesus 0. A friend says at the start ¢

consider the question,

6What on Earth are you doing, for He
And at this new start for many | think it is a great question to ask,

0 J uwhat are we doing _ here in Yeovil, for God? What difference is
our faith making in our | ives? 0

So, thatds our theme for the Dbegini
Fridays and Sundays.

Still to come on Fridays wedve got (
in the tower o apologies for the noise, a bowling competition, more
cooking, pizza and movies nights, a CYFA weekend away at

20



Woolhope Cockshoot near Ledbury, more on Living for Jesus, a girls
and boys night in, a Fundraising evening, Christmas Lunch, Parties
and much more!

On Sundays Pathfinders are looking at living for Jesus too, with a few
studies in Johndés gospel, and then |
to a build up to Christmas. In CYFA we have begun in a similar theme,

but will be moving on to Romans towards half term. Please pray for

the work on Sundays, the leaders of the groups and that God would

be speaking through the passages we look at.

Christian Unions at Yeovil College and the Park School are starting up

again, and | look forward to what God is going to do in those groups

this year. Wedre not quite sure how
School boarders this year. It is a real privilege to work with that group,

so please pray for wisdom as to how best to carry things forward. It

would be great to pray for them too, as they return to Yeovil, and that

God would continue to work in them this year.

A date for your Diary . This term, as each year, we are holding a
fundraising event in November. This year it will be the evening of Nov

18, and at the moment, though wedre
the evening, we know that the bulk of the fundraising will go to
Children in Need, which is happening that night. So please do come

along and help the young people raise a good amount for that
excellent cause.

And finally, thank you for praying for so many of our young people

who had exams last term. Results were, on the whole, good and most

of the young people seemed quite hap
get quite what they had hoped and for wisdom to know what to do

next. Please pray too for those who are already at college/university

and returning for more of the same. And pray especially for Liam,

David and Jamie who are off this year to university in Plymouth,
Middlesborough and Swansea. Pray they would settle in quickly,
enjoy the courses, make friends, ge
churches in those places.

Thanks once again for all your support, encouragement and prayers
for t he yout h and chil drenos wor k,
appreciate it. - Simon Corner, Youth Minister
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN OCTOBER 2011

Sunday 2nd

Mon 3rd
Tues 4th

Wed 5th
Fri 7th

Sat 8th

Sun 9th

Mon 10th
Tuesllth

Fri 14th

15th Sunday after Trinity

8.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am

1.30 pm
10.30 am
2.30 pm
2.30 pm

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Together for Worship HARVEST

Kids & Co

Holy Communion
Friendship Group
Together on Tuesday

4.00pm/ 4.15pm Staff Meeting

7.30 pm
9.45 am
7.30 pm
6.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 am

PCC
Genesis
First Wednesday
Evening Prayer
Pathfinders/CYFA
Menos

16th Sunday after Trinity

8.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am

1.30 pm
10.30 am
12.30 pm
6.30 pm
7.30 pm

Fri 14" 7 Sun 16th

Sun 16th

Mon 17th
Tues 18th

Wed 19th
Thurs 20th
Fri 21st

Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Holy Communion

Kids & Co

Holy Communion
SALT

Evening Prayer
Pathfinders

CYFA weekend away

17th Sunday after Trinity

8.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am

1.30 pm
10.30 am
2.30 pm

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Kids & Co
Holy Communion
Together on Tuesday

4.00pm/ 4.15pm Staff Meeting

7.30 pm
9.45 am
7.00 pm
6.30 pm
7.30 pm

St Johnos
Genesis
Confirmation Service
Evening Prayer
Pathfinders/CYFA
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Prayer

St John

St Andrew's

St John's

St Andr

St John's

St Andr

Schoolrooms
The Rectory
Schoolrooms
41 The Park

St Andr

St Andrew's
Schoolrooms

St Joh
St Andrew's
St John's

St And
St John's

St And
St Andrew's
St Joh
St Joh
St And
St Joh
St And
St John's

Schoolrooms
The Rectory

41 The Park

e

e

Ch ur cSchodraoms C i

WO s

WO s

B rSet a kifoahsnté s

St Johnos
St Andr ewbs

Schoolrooms



SERVICES AND EVENTS IN OCTOBER 2011

Last Sunday after Trinity

Sun 23rd 8.00 am Holy Communion St Johnoés
10.00 am Together for Worship St Andrewds
10.30 am Holy Communion St Johnods
6.30 pm Evening Prayer St Andrewbs
Tues 25th 10.30 am Holy Communion Schoolrooms
12.30 pm SALT St Andr ewds
Fri 28th 6.30 pm Evening Prayer St Andrew's
7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA Schoolrooms

Fourth Sunday before Advent
Sun 30th 8.00 am Holy Communion St
10.30 am Together for Holy Communion St

Details of events are as correct as possible at the time of printing but please
check weekly notice sheets for any necessary changes.

Please telephone any prayel
PARISH requests te:

PRAYER Shirley Lee 427070

or
CHAIN Eileen Bangay 850452

BB NI IS NN NN NSNS NNN NN N NNNENENSNNENENENNNE N

ellowship Groups

These usually take place on the
Secondand fourth weeks of each month

If you are interested in joining one of these groups
CONTACT James Dudley -Smith on 01935 475352

Il NI EEEEEEEEEEESEENEENEEENEENEEEENNENENRENE)

AN NI NN E NN ENEEER
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63 Young Saints | e

Commandment

Do not make idols that look like anything in the sky or on earth or in the
ocean under the earth. Don't bow down and worship idols. | am the LORD your
God, and | demand all your love. If you reject me, | will punish your families

for three or four generations. But if you love me and obey my laws, | will be
kind to your families for thousands of generations.
- Exodus chapter 20: verse 4 -6

The Second Commandment - In Exodus Chapter 32 Moses has gone up
Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments and the people grew restless.

They asked Aaron to make a substitute god for them. Surprisingly, Aaron

agreed. He asked the people to gather all their gold. This was the gold they

were supposed to use to build Godds tab
idol. When Aaron saw he had enough gold, he constructed a golden calf. When

it was completed, he announced they would have a festival the next day. They

of fered burnt offerings, ate, drank, and
By worshiping a calf, they were rejecting God. God was not happy!

God wanted to destroy them for worshiping the idol. Moses asked God to not
destroy them. Moses asked God to forgive the people. God did forgive them;
but some died as a consequence for their sin.

The important thing to know from this story is that we are not to create idols
and worship theménot even idols @&Nothdo d.
created can ever accurately capture the Creator. To make something out of
stuff (whatever the stuff is d even gold) lessens God. God is so far beyond all
he created that we simply cannot create something that correctly represents

God so we should not even try. Idols can mislead the worshipper. Consider even
the Bible. While we ought to take care of the Bible and treat it with the
respect it deserves, we should not put the Bible above God, the one who wrote

it. It can be easy for us to begin to worship the thing and forget to worship

God. We may not have statues that we worship, but we certainly have idols in
our lives. Anything we use to fill a void in our lives that God should fill is an idol.

Pray that God will help us identify the idols in our lives and instead give to God
what he is due.
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Quiz question

Name the three men in the Bible who refused to
bow down and worship an image of gold?

Pl ease note: Thi s month
all ages.
Last Mont hds cdlomphkits tmomt
Last mont hds comget icompetitionwi n 1
was... Get the answer to the
Alex Irwin question above to the
CONGRATULATIONS! Editor to win a prize!

Jokes corner ~

Today the Chairman of the Blotto blotting  -paper company: If you can do
said he was not going to retire after all because he found his . any better
job too absorbing. than these

. ) . o . jokes please
Trains out of Paddington Station were running five minutes : send them to

late .yesterda}/. They will be back to normal tomorrow 6 the Editor,
running ten minutes late. : thanks!

A lorry load of hair restorer has been spilt on the M1. Police are combing the
area.

Five beds have been stolen from a warehouse. Police will spring into action.
What kind of trousers do guitar players wear? Cords

What do you call a crazy golfer? A crack put
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Something to make you smile @

Funny errors in job application cover letters:

1 "Thank you for your consideration. Hope to hear from you
shorty!"

1 "Enclosed is a ruff draft of my resume.”

1 "Please disregard the attached resume -- it is terribly out of
date."

1 "It's best for employers that | not work with people.”

1 "Insufficient writing skills, thought processes have slowed
down some. If | am not one of the best, I will look for
another opportunity.”

1 "If this resume doesn't blow your hat off, then please return
it in the enclosed envelope.”

1 "You hold in your hands the resume of a truly outstanding
candidate!"

1"l am a quick leaner, dependable, and motivated."

1"l am relatively intelligent, obedient, and as loyal as a puppy.”

1 "Note: Keep this resume on top of the stack. Use all the
others to heat your house."

71"l don't usually blow my own horn, but in this case, | will go
right ahead and do so."”

1"l need just enough money to have pizza every night."

1 "My salary requirement is $34 per year."

1 "Although | am seeking an accounting job, the fact that |
have no actual experience in accounting may seem
discouraging. However..."

1" realize that my total lack of appropriate experience may
concern those considering me for employment.”

71"l worked here full -time there."

71 "You are privileged to receive my resume."
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ADVERTS

By inclusion in FOCUS an advertiser is not underwritten by the Editor or the
Church Council. We suggest always asking for a recommendation.
If you would like to advertise in this magazine, please contact the Editor

e S Mr Scott Wilson
2 Rope Walk
Martock

Somerset TA12 6HZ

@zp e d}xe ams

Specialist Bathroom and Kitchen Installers

Tel:/Fax 01935 829505 Mail: scottspipedreamsi@aol .com
Mobile 07976 317027 Veb www . scottspipedreams.co.uk

K. Allen

ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING
AND DECORATING UNDERTAKEN

City & Guilds Qualified
FREE ESTIMATES. NO VAT
01935 422736

e

2

A Touch of Glass

Glass and Metal Engraving Specialists

1 Church Street, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1HE
Tel 01935 411088

dawn.stevense@btinternet.com

Beechwood House Care Home

60 West Coker Road, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2JA
Tel: 01935 472793 EmaiBeechwood@homecall.co.uk

Set in landscaped gardens, Beechwood House, Yeovil, provides a very high standard of residential care fo

elderly people. You will be instantly struck by the homely and welcoming atmosphere where the interes

of ec

resident is at the heart of everything we do. Beechwood House is not part of a large corporation, it is @ priv:

individual Home with caring and trained staff.
Private and funded clients are welcome.

For an informal chat, or a visit, please contact the Manager, Mrs Sandra Barclay
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Walter Wall

for Quality Carpets, Rugs and Vinyls.
All Prices fi Immediate Delivery
Fitting by Experts
34 Princes Street, Yeovil
Tel: (01935) 478100

Formerly Oasis Books & Cards

Come and see for yourself the changes
we have made to help you.

Over 7000 Books &1300 CDs in Stock.
We also have a wide range of Videos,
Software, Greetings Cards, Magazines,
Posters, Gift Products and much more.

one
Christian Bookshop ar.y J
YEOVIL } L -
Tel 01935 426253

Email kaeowI@btconnett R eyt f it's notin stock we will order it in for you
2 Park Road, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1DZ with no obligation.

Keith Waddleton
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Free estimates: No job too small
26 Sunningdale Road, YEOVIL. Tel:(01935) 42510¢

O

CASTLE GARDENS
New Road | Sherborne
Tel 01935 814633
BRIMSMORE GARDENS GARDENS
Tintinhull Road | Yeovil
Tel 01935 411000 e f“'"mww"“u“
POUNDBURY GARDENS Everything you need to
Peverell Avenue | Poundbury enjO)' your garden.
Dorchester Tel 01305 257250 open daily 9am - épm

visit www.thegardeneronline.co.uk for more information and directions.




This well established home in the
centre of Yeovil, offers full  nursing
care in a warm, friendly
environment.

36 PreSto_n Road, Do call and have a look round
Yeovil, or telephone 01935 472102.
BA21 3AQ Prop. Chris Wharton

G. H. Cook & Son

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS
24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest
8-11 Bond Street. YEOVIL. Tel: 423463

David C Rivett

Family Owned Funeral Directors
Monumental Masonry Arranged

30 Lyde Road, YEOVIL. BA21 5AT. Tel: 433737

Ample On-Site Client Parking:
All office staff Family Members: 24 Hour Service.

WAKELY BROTHERS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS

Advice & Consultation without obligation:
24 Hour Service: Private Chapel of Rest.

contact..Clive Wakely 33 Sparrow Road, YEOVIL. Tel: 479913
"*ROGHQ &repaymeHntByuneral Plans
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